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quite unspoilt by the Bristol school and as simple and nice as ever.
Their mother was gone to Hereford to buy furniture for the new
house, but their father came in from the farm. Pretty Lucretia was
burning to show me over the new house and do the honours. The
father and children took me all over the new house. Lucretia
showed me her bed, a French bed, blue and gold, the prettiest piece
of furniture I saw. Wall pointed out to me with satisfaction the
door with a lock which separated the sleeping rooms of the servant
boys and girls.
Thursday, 29 June
Annie Corfield is better but we fear that she and her sisters, the
twins Phoebe and Lizzie, are very miserable and badly treated by
their father since their dear mother's death. What would she say if
she could see them now, ragged, dirty, thin and half-clad and
hungry? How unkindly their father uses them. The neighbours
hear the sound of the whip on their naked flesh and the poor girls
crying and screaming sadly sometimes when their father comes
home late at night. It seems that when he comes home late he
makes the girls get out of bed and strip themselves naked and then
he flogs them severely or else he pulls the bedclothes off them and
whips them all three as they lie in bed together writhing and scream-
ing under the castigation. It is said that sometimes Corfield strips
the poor girls naked holds them face downwards across his knees on
a bed or chair and whips their bare bottoms so cruelly that the blood
runs down their legs.
Tuesday, 4 July
Hannah Jones told me about the madwoman of Cwmgwanon.
They keep her locked up in a bedioom alone, for she will come down
amongst them stark naked. She has broken the window and all the
crockery in the room, amuses herself by dancing naked round the
room and threatens to wring her daughter-in-law's neck. Then she
will set to and roar till they can hear her down the dingle at John
Williams's house, nearly half a mile.
Wednesday, 5 July
This morning Edward Morgan of Cwmpelved Green brought
his concubine to Church and married her. She was a girl of 19,

